MISSOURI CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2002

Happy Holidays!  This newsletter is being sent to all members of the Missouri Chapter of the American College of Surgeons as an update and reminder of the ongoing activity of your chapter council members.

Our June 2002 Father's Day weekend meeting at the Country Club at Lake of the Ozarks was a great success.  The surgery resident participation was excellent and our invited speaker's were tremendous, highlighted by the presentation by the Air Force Surgeon General: Paul K Carlton, MD. We are currently planning next years meeting June 13-15, 2003. Please mark your calendars.

We continue to face economic, malpractice, and educational issues.  The ACS and the Mo. Chapter will continue to dedicate time, money, and effort towards these impacting problems. Please help us to know your concerns through the numerous vehicles available and supported by the ACS.

Included in this newsletter will be comments by various committee chairs and there specific activity throughout the year.  I hope everyone had a happy Holiday season. 

John W. Shook, MD, FACS            President Mo. Chapter, ACS

Now that the holidays are over and we are heading into a new year, it's time to start planning for spring CME activities.  The Missouri Chapter of the American College of Surgeons will be holding it's annual meeting again on Father's Day weekend (June 13-15) at the Country Club Resort, Lake of the Ozarks.   This year's meeting will be well worth your time: in addition to the great camaraderie with fellow surgeons from around the state, we will have several speakers addressing new and current topics of interest to us all.  Among the invited guest lecturers will be Dr. Edward Sauter to talk to us about breast ductoscopy and the changing face of breast cancer screening at the Cancer Luncheon Saturday, June 14.  We are also planning a session on bariatric surgery.   The resident research competition will be held on Friday, June 13, and as always we are also seeking abstracts from Missouri ACS fellows who wish to share their research or clinical experiences.  Of course, there will be plenty of activities for families as well as the competitive golfers in our group!

I would like to encourage you to consider submitting an abstract to this year's meeting...the variety of topics presented by our membership is truly one of the attractions to attending this meeting.  Please mark your calendars now and plan to join us Father's Day weekend at the Lake!

Debra Koivunen, MD, FACS               Vice President/ Annual Meeting Program Chair

Jottings from the Missouri Committee on Trauma--Marc J. Shapiro, MD, FACS, Chair

The MCOT met at the 25th annual Advances in Trauma meeting held in Kansas City with 27 members in attendance.  After introductions, the financial data was presented and MCOT is fiscally sound as verified by the 2 member auditors.  An update on the new State regulations was provided by Dr. M. Metzler as well as an update on the State Advisory Council.  The new proposals for pediatrics were discussed and if there is any concern there is a comment period, which can be provided to the Mo DOH.  The EMS Regions have been slow to materialize, but there is anticipated increased activity in 2003.

The concern of the existence of trauma centers is of interest for all. The cost and additional reimbursement of members of the trauma team continues to financially strain the system.  There was hope that passage of Proposition A in November would have provided marked financial relief to the tune of over $40 million, however its defeat has left the state with negligible resources to fund the trauma program.

There are a number of programs for CME and CEU credits occurring around the state and one may contact me at shapirom@slu.edu for further information.  

The issue of surgeon and nursing shortage continues to be a major concern and these issues as well as the problem with a decrease in reimbursement from CMS in 2003 was discussed by Dr. Shapiro.

Lastly, it was felt that MCOT should attempt to once again gain access to the state wide population based registry.  Perhaps with the changeover in our state legislature, this may provide a new opportunity to look at the data and see where we might concentrate our committee's efforts.

I hope to see everyone at the summer meeting of the ACS at the Lake and to participate in the MCOT portion of that meeting.  

Have a Happy and Healthy holiday season

Governor's Report – Michael Bukstein, MD, FACS
The American College of Surgeons has been going through extensive reorganization. Perhaps the most important part is the Advocacy section in Washington DC.  They have also established a State level advocacy program under the direction of Chairs Gallagher whom many of you met in Washington on our legislative visits. It is not quite clear what their role will be but they will, at least, monitor every state's legislative agenda and actions on medical issues.  How much activity they will be able and willing to take is yet to be seen.

 Another area of reorganization is the reduction of the number of Governors' Committees and the number of participants.  Heretofore the Governors have all been asked to serve on a committee but to cut costs and make the committees more effective the number and composition have been reduced.  I was appointed to the Committee on Surgical Practices in Hospitals and Outpatient Settings, which is the committee I have participated in and feel I can have the most impact.  The College has expressed and interest in helping the local Chapters but we have yet to see much action and much of this must be financially driven because they are going through the same cost-cutting and re-evaluative process that we all are experiencing.

The College continues to expand its CME efforts with CME on-line now available through the Journal at the web site www.facs.org 

The reduction of Medicare reimbursement for physicians is scheduled to take a 4.4% reduction next year but the College is trying, along with many other organizations, to at least postpone this until March.  Since there are issues with how work value has been determined this might actually happen.  We will have to wait to see.  There have been and overall increase in hospital funding vs. physician funding with a total difference of about 20% in the last two years.  How strange but with the current power of hospital organizations this is not surprising.  Having Senator Bill Frist as the Majority Leader in the Senate will be nice as a surgeon and FACS but remember that his family owns the majority of HCA stock and his brother and father run HCA.

I have met the Senator and have very high hopes that he will further the causes of excellence in medical care and availability of medical care without destroying the system.  

Locally in the State of Missouri, medical liability insurance remains a key issue.  The costs are up more than 50% for most surgeons and coverage for some specialties is simply not available. I am on a MSMA committee dealing with this issue and would appreciate hearing your stories and issues.  

As your Governor-at-large I would ask you to contact me and let me know what areas the college might be of assistance to you.

Please do not hesitate to e-mail, call or write.

Michael Bukstein, MD, FACS mbukstein@hannibalclinic.com
573-221-4202 Direct office                   573-221-5250 General office                 573-221-4185 Fax                                573-221-1228 Home

Legislature Update: Our Voice in the Process: Mark Aeder, MD, FACS

The politics of 2002 will continue into 2003 and physicians, especially surgeons, will face increasing pressures and expenses while experiencing a constant erosion of income.  Last July, along with Charlie Van Way, Don Jacobs and Harvey Solomon, I traveled to Washington to lobby for the College and the Chapter with our state representatives.  For those of you who have never had the Washington experience, a visit in support of the College is a great way to break the ice.  The ACS Washington office is a well-organized and extremely informed center for the education of the visiting Chapter delegates.  Prior to arrival, we were mailed key materials with many of the talking points that needed to be emphasized during our time with the Missouri Congressional delegation.  Our visit coincided with one by the Southern California Chapter and we met for few hours at the College office in DC, learning about how to approach the key issues, and how best to discuss them with the legislative aides who we would be meeting with the next day.  By the time the session was over and we had further discussed some of the issues over dinner, we were comfortable as to how we would approach our Congressional visit.  We met our College escort for breakfast and reviewed the day’s schedule, outlining the important talking points and deciding who was going to take the lead in which offices.  The experience was informative and sobering, and provided a major insight into how our nation’s business is transacted.  By the end of the year, it was evident that the politics dictated the outcomes of the votes on the floor and produced little in the way of surprises.  It challenges us to be more involved and vocal in the year ahead.

The major issues from the last Congress are still unfinished as the new Legislature is seated.  Tort reform and setting limits on malpractice settlements are major issues that need to be addressed in the state (where physician now hold 5 House and 1 Senate seat) and in Washington.  Even with major tort reform legislation in the state, the national legislation would help reign in some of the malpractice insurance costs, as we would not be subsidizing the fees charged in those states without reform.  Medicare reimbursement to physicians needs to be increased and the formulas used to determine the conversion factors corrected.  Although not implemented yet, we are facing major cuts in reimbursement, 5.7% in 2003, 5.7% in 2004, and 2.8% in 2005, and surgeons will take the majority of the hit.  This is a critical item to address with the legislators as soon as you can.  Trauma funding and the further establishment of the medical center’s preparedness for disaster needs is a major concern for all surgeons as our ability to respond to a major event is in question, especially for a nation at war.

For those of you that regularly interact with your Representatives and Senators, please keep it up.  More of us need to get involved with the phone calls, letters and emails to let the people who make the laws know what we need to provide good health care and surgery for the residents of Missouri.  Inform your patients and enlist their support to call as well.  We do not want to see access to care or the procedures offered limited by the lack of physician availability.  Plan to take the Chapter trip to Washington next year and add you voice and presence to these important issues affecting our future.

Cancer Liaison – Joseph A. Corrado, MD, FACS

Your state Chairman for the Cancer Liaison Physicians from the American College of Surgeons has been busy traveling the state giving presentation on the updated TNM Classification, Sixth Edition. I have visited and presented at the St. Mary’s Health Center in Jefferson City, Cancer Conference at Audrain Medical center in Mexico and to the Freeman Cancer Center in Joplin.  Further schedules included a cancer site visit to Ellis Fischel /University of Missouri in Columbia to retain their Cancer hospital designation and I also participated in the Missouri Cancer Consortium meeting held in Jefferson City at the Department of Health. I look forward to giving Grand Rounds at the St. Louis University in February 2003.   If you have questions or concerns please feel free to contact me at 573 581 3991 or by email at: bigdocjoe@hotmail.com
Thank you for allowing me to serve in this capacity.

Please Mark Your Calendars for the upcoming Mo Chapter’s presentation at the annual MSMA Meeting to be held on April 5, 2003 at the Westin, in Kansas City.  This will be a three-physician presentation on Bariatric Surgery to be delivered by Drs. Thomas Helling, Cameron Hodges, and Philip Hornbostle with a Panel discussion to follow.  Also please plan to attend the combined Cancer Luncheon with the Missouri State Surgical Society as Dr. Joseph Corrado will speaking on the New Cancer Staging that will be going into effect shortly.  

NOTE: Missouri Chapter Annual Meeting June 13-15, 2003 at the Country Club Hotel and Spa.  ABSTRACT DEADLINE FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING WILL BE APRIL 1, 2003

More information will follow, The abstracts may be emailed to Pam Adams at adamsp@health,missouri.edu
