Missouri Chapter American College of Surgeons 

2004 Newsletter

President Report:  Debra K. Koivunen, MD, FACS:

June will be here before we know it, so please mark your calendars now to attend the 37th Annual Chapter meeting at the Lake of the Ozarks, June 18-20-2004. We have returned to The Lodge of the Four Seasons and have a fun-packed weekend in the planning which will be both provoking and educational. Our Abstract Deadline for Resident and Medical Students is April 1, but if you need more time please let Pam Know. (adamsp@health.missouri.edu) Our Trauma Luncheon Speaker will be Dr. David Hoyt from California, and we will also feature Dr. Joseph Cates from Kansas City who will be speaking on latest approaches for the treatment of aorto-iliac and carotid disease. We will have a Cruise on Friday evening for our President’s Reception, and as usual there will be horseback riding, swimming and lots of family fun. This year on Saturday evening the Missouri State Surgical Society with the Chapter will be hosting a small cocktail party with a few special invited guests (our state politicians), and there will be offered a Kid’s night out at the same time.  And, of course, plan to spend Father’s Day with us at our Brunch Sunday morning, before leaving for home. Please watch for more info on the Chapter website (www.facs.org/chapters.missouri) as well as by “snail mail”.    

This past year, ACS PAC was very active in Washington, D.C., lobbying for tort reform. Although they were not successful this time, they definitely carved significant inroads into Capital Hill, and their efforts will be ongoing this year. However, they cannot continue this massive and well-constructed campaign without support from us. Your officers spent a day in D.C. with the ACS lobbyists this past spring, and we learned that if every ACS fellow would donate $100 to the ACS PAC, we would outspend the lawyers who are opposing this needed national legislature. Each of you received at least one solicitation from the ACS this past year—did each of you consider donating? If not, please give this careful consideration. To those of us who did write checks, please consider doing so again this year. Too many surgeons are seeing malpractice premiums and judgments sky-rocket, and efforts to achieve reform at the state level failed last year, and are ongoing this year. The College is striving for a national cure for this crisis, and they have a remarkable crew of bright minds on their D.C. team. Please consider giving them your financial support! 

*ACS PAC has a Missouri member Dr. Jean Hausheer from Kansas City, Please let her know your questions and concerns at: hauseye@kc.rr.com

*The Missouri Chapter will be represented at the Young Surgeons Leadership Conference, May 16-18-2004, in Washington, DC, by Dr. Theresa Cavins, who is in practice at Saint John’s, St. Louis. 

*Please Welcome: to Missouri Dr. William Stephen Eubanks from Duke to Chair the Department of Surgery at the University of Missouri, Columbia, with interests in endocrine surgery, esophageal and gastro-esophageal surgery as well as in minimally invasive laparoscopic surgery; Dr. James W. Kessel, is the new Director of Trauma Services at the University of Missouri- Columbia. James J. Kraatz, MD, is the new Director of the Burn Center at the University of Missouri- Columbia. Dr. Kraatz interests include ATLS, burn reconstruction, carbon monoxide poisoning, minimally invasive surgery, and pediatric resuscitation in trauma and shock.  Also reported was the arrival of Dr. Andrew Johnson (General Surgeon) and Dr. Paul Brown (Cardio-thoracic Surgeon) to the Jefferson City area working with Capital Region Medical Center and St. Mary’s Hospital. 

Vice President Report; Mark Aeder, MD FACS: 

It seems that 2004 will be a telling year for the future direction of tort reform in Missouri.  As many of you are aware, the Missouri House and Senate agreed on and passed tort reform legislation during the last session, only to have the bill vetoed by Governor Bob Holden. The House was able to override the veto but the bill fell 2 votes short of the 2/3 majority needed in the Senate for enactment. We now have legislation pending in the Legislature for tort reform that is stripped of the objections previously voiced by the Governor and we need to work with our medical colleagues and the Missouri State Medical Association to see this bill through to passage. Hopefully, with the election year and the public’s increasing awareness of the malpractice crisis, we can achieve meaningful tort reform in Missouri this year.

The Medicare bill that passed Congress eliminated the planned physician pay cut of 4.7% that had been scheduled for 2004 and there was a slight increase in the overall Medicare reimbursement of less than 2%. The method by which the reimbursement is calculated has not been addressed and until this happens, we will face the “impending pay cut scenario” repeatedly during the coming years. The College has been active in this endeavor and needs your support. Please consider contributing to the PAC so that we have the resources to make certain that our voice is heard. Remember that over 95% of all trial attorneys support their PAC and we need all surgeons to rally, in voice and with their wallets, to support our issues.

I have tried during my 7 years on the Council of the Missouri Chapter to bring these issues and others to the forefront for all the surgeons to consider. Surgeons are facing other challenges as well in the areas of Ambulatory Surgical Centers, economic credentialing by hospitals, insurance/hospital mandated referrals, resident recruitment and retention, specialist departure from the state and so on. I encourage each one of you to remain active in preserving the basic tenets of our craft, to encourage the students to find the joy of surgery as a profession and to always stand up and vocalize support for excellence in patient care. We need to know that our voices can make a large difference at a key juncture in the future of our profession.

Advocacy and Policy Committee: Charles W. VanWay, MD, FACS

The big story here is tort reform.   As I'm on the council of the MSMA, I have been close to the effort, and have been representing the interests of the surgeons.  A new tort reform bill has been introduced, and we will be fighting hard to ensure its passage.   Following is a note from the MSMA about ongoing meetings with the governor and the legislative leaders.
“Representatives of MSMA, Missouri Association of Family Physicians, Missouri Hospital Association, Missouri Association of Osteopathic Physicians and Surgeons, Missouri Association of Trial Attorneys, Missouri Defense Attorneys, House Speaker Catherine Hanaway, Senate Pro Tem Peter Kinder, sponsors of our tort reform bills, Sen. Delbert Scott and Rep. Richard Byrd, and other legislators met with Gov. Holden on Wednesday, Feb. 4. 

The purpose of this meeting was to address the tort reform crisis by getting the involved parties together for future discussions. MSMA was represented by Dr. John Stanley, of Kansas City, and Dr. Jeff Thomasson, of St. Louis. Also attending were Tom Holloway, Cork Swarens, Ron Garrett, St. Louis, and Jill Watson, Kansas City”. 
In January, I participated in a meeting with Senate Pro Tem Peter Kinder, who is the senate majority leader, in Kansas City, on Medicaid reimbursement and reform.  While there was no direct outcome, it gave several physicians a chance to share concerns with Senator Kinder, and other legislators.   

 Governor’s Report: Micheal Bukstein, MD, FACS

The American College of Surgeons has been very active and continues to encourage Fellows to support the ACS PAC—Surgeons PAC.  If every fellow donated $200 we could have more than $8 million to combat the trial attorneys.  Think about it and please consider a donation.  Remember that donations to Political Actions Committees (PAC’s) are not tax deductible but they are certainly worthwhile.  I just sent in a check for $1000 and I challenge each of you to match or surpass that amount.

 

Your American College of Surgeons was key in increasing the medicare reimbursement and have been very successful in lobbying efforts.  Other key issues are the recent IOM reports on the need for universal health coverage to prevent 18,000 “unnecessary deaths” and the continued effort to correct the flawed formula for medicare reimbursements.

 

Additionally there are several opportunities for poster submissions for the ACoS meeting and opportunities for many fellowships through the College.  You can find these in the newsletter and on the ACoS website (www.facs.org) 

 

There is practice management seminar the ACoS is putting on June 26 in Atlanta and July 24 in Chicago and Sept 11 in Philadelphia.  See www.facs.org/dept/ahp/workshops
 

If I can be of any help in relaying information to or from the College please do not hesitate to contact me.

 

Michael Bukstein, MD, FACS

573.231.3157

mbukstein@hannibalclinic.com
 

For items of Missouri concern go to (http://www.facs.org/sslac/index.html. Click on “Enter the SSLAC” and then select issues and legislation to find Missouri specific action alerts)  The ACS CrossCountry is now online at http://www.facs.org/ahp/crosscountry.html.  This web-based, monthly state affairs newsletter is produced by the American College of Surgeon's State Affairs area, and highlights state-level legislative and regulatory activities.  If your Chapter has an issue or advocacy activity you wish to publicize, please contact Jon Sutton, State Affairs Associate, at jsutton@facs.org or cgallagher@facs.org.  Feel free to contact Jon or Chris for any of your concerns on State and Federal political activities that you may have questions of.  Also see the link on the Missouri Website to contact your legislature.

For those interested the College has started a new website to help you with career opportunities, check it out at: www.healthecareers.com/acs
Hope to see you at the Missouri Chapter 37th Annual Meeting, June 18-20-2004; Lodge of the Four Seasons, Lake Ozark, Missouri. Please call the Lodge and make your reservations for the Meeting, be sure to mention that you will be attending the Missouri Chapter meeting (1-800-711-8983) to check out the Lodge go to: www.4seasonsresort.com 

If you have any other questions please do not hesitate to contact: Pam at 573-581-3131 or adamsp@health.missouri.edu. 

